ASCA 2008 Summer Newsletter Article

By Carolyn S. Roof, ASCA Midwest Regional Vice President 
The American School Counselor Association held its annual conference   

June 28-July 1, 2008 in Atlanta, Georgia.  The “Setting New Standards” conference was held at the Hyatt Regency Atlanta.  ASCA's 2008 annual conference brought together over 2,000 pre-kindergarten to post-secondary professional school counselors, counselor educators, supervisors, graduate students and other educators. This conference offered the opportunity to meet colleagues from across the U.S. and many other countries.  Also, this was a great time to get to know ASCA leaders and staff.  There were many workshops offered on a variety of topics important to the field of professional school counseling.   

This was a record breaking conference for ASCA….Way to go ASCA!

This years Keynote Speakers were Pedro Neguera, Ken Beller, Brian Perkins, Cheri Lovre and Sandy Austin.
State leaders attended ASCA Delegate Assembly before the summer conference on June 26-27.  The ASCA Delegate Assembly focused on the profession of school counseling related to the opportunities and obstacles that counselors face now and in the future.  ASCA Staff and Officers will use the information generated at ASCA Delegate Assembly and the ASCA Leadership Conference (July 16-19) to develop a work plan for ASCA Staff to assist school counselors, counselor educators and our profession during the 2008-09 school year.  Also, during ASCA Delegate Assembly a slate of candidates running for a 2009 ASCA office were selected.  This year ASCA Members will vote on the positions of President-Elect, Middle School VP and the Counseling Director/Coordinator VP.  The ASCA President-Elect Candidates will be:  Alan W. Burkard from Wisconsin, Brian Law from Georgia and Donna Vrbka from Nebraska.  The ASCA Middle School Candidates are:  Tracy McFarlin-Pressley from Alaska and Eileen Vickers from Wyoming.  The candidates for Counseling Director/Coordinator VP are:  Leslie C. Myer, from New York, Sharon Sevier from Missouri and Belinda J. Wilkerson from Rhode Island.  ASCA Election Ballots for this year will be mailed out in October.  Also, members will be able to vote online during October and November.  Please encourage all of your state ASCA members to vote.  
Also, I would like to welcome Kathy Goins, the incoming Midwest Region VP.  She will take office and represent the Midwest region with ASCA in October.  She will serve a three year term, I hope that you will have the opportunity to get to know her in the very near future.  Kathy is an Ohio Past-President so some of the Midwest region past state leaders may have already had the opportunity to meet Kathy.  I know she will bring a great deal of energy and enthusiasm to the position.  Also, I know she will represent the Midwest Region with professional integrity.  In closing, I want to share that it has been an honor and a privilege to represent the Midwest Region these past two years, it has also been one of the highlights of my professional career.  Thanks for your support.  

Last but not least… mark your calendar… ASCA will be “Making a Difference” at the ASCA 2009 Conference in Dallas Texas on June 28-July 1.  Hope to see you there!
